This research was carried out between 2004 and 2006 in order to determine the medicinal plants used by the people of Bahçe and Hasanbeyli, Osmaniye province, Turkey. As a result of interviews with the people of the region, 80 taxa belonging to 34 families were used for various purposes (medicine, food, household goods, ornaments, timber, paint, and talisman). From the endemic and rare plants used by the people, Centaurea hardajianii, Chaerophyllum libanoticum, Micromeria fruticosa subsp. barbata, Thymus eigii VU; Alcea apterocarpa, Crataegus aronia var. minuta, Helyschrysum arenarium subsp. aucheri LC; Alnus glutinosa subsp. antitaurica NT; Ferula amanicola EN and Silene confertiflora DD are classified as threatened categories. The first use of Cruciata taurica as yeast was recorded in this study.
Introduction
Bahçe and Hasanbeyli districts of Osmaniye province situated in the transitional zone of the Irano-Turanian and East Mediterranean phytogeographic regions on Amanos Mountains of Turkey, between 37 o 02'-37 o 17' north latitudes 36 o 14'-36 o 25' east longitudes (Fig. 1 ). It covers a total surface of 39 506 hectares, reaching at between 342 to 1747 meters a.s.l. and its total population is 25 422. Farming and animal husbandry are the main sources of livelihood of the people. There are two towns (Bahçe and Hasanbeyli) and 21 villages (Arıcaklı, Arıklıkaş, Aşağıarıcaklı, Aşağıkaradere, Bekdemir, Burgaçlı, Gökmustafalı, İnderesi, Kaman, Kızlaç, Nohut, Örencik, Savranlı, Yaylalık and Yukarıkaradere belonging to Bahçe district, and Çolaklı, Çulhalı, Kalecik, Karayiğit, Sarayova and Yanıkkışla belonging to Hasanbeyli district) in the study area.
Mediterranean climate predominates in the study area with mild rainy winters and long periods of summer drought. Average annual rainfall is 852 mm. Average annual temperature is 15.7 °C. Average minimum temperature is 6.5 °C in February and maximum is 25.6 °C in August.
Topography is distinctly marked with hills and steep slopes. The main vegetation types in the area are macchia, forest and steppe adopted to Mediterranean type climate, edaphic and anthropogenic conditions in there (forestation 58%). Vegetation of the area is under severe biotic pressure due to excessive cutting and overgrazing.
Ethnobotany deals with the obligate dynamic relationships, interactions between human population, cultural values and plants. However, the interaction of plants with human society changes due to their uses, relative importance, variations in social, cultural and ethnic factors [1] [2] [3] [4] . Turkey has rich history on the folk use of plants. Some ethnobotanical studies have been documented the medicinal knowledge about the plants in different parts of the country [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] .
Figure 1 Location of the Bahçe and Hasanbeyli districts, Osmaniye, Turkey
There is no previous study about the ethnobotany of Bahçe and Hasanbeyli districts riched in plant wealth; therefore, this study has been made to prepare an inventory of indigenous medicinal plants and to bring other traditional knowledge on record.
Material and methods
Many seasonal visits to the study area were between [2004] [2005] [2006] . Ethnobotanical data including local names and traditional uses of the plants was obtained from local inhabitants (informants) including both males and females preferably of old ages through semi-structured questionnaire [10] [11] . During the surveys, new samples of useful plants were collected with the guidance of local inhabitants from the study area for voucher specimens and scientific identification.
All collected samples were identified according to the Flora of Turkey [12] [13] . Author names of plant species were written according to [14] . Herbarium specimens are stored at the department of Biology, Science and Arts Faculty, University of Çukurova.
Results and discussion
Ethnobotanical floristic list of plants in the study area comprised of 80 native species (3 Pteridophytes, 77 Spermatophytes: 1 Gymnosperm and 76 Angiosperms: 6 Monocotyledons and 70 Dicotyledons) belonging to 70 genera and 34 families ( Table 1) . Of which 45 were perennial herbs, 17 shrubs, 9 trees, 8 annual herbs, 1 bulbous species. The family Lamiaceae (15 species), Asteraceae (8 species), Apiaceae (7 species), Rosaceae (7 species), Liliaceae (4 species), Brassicaceae (3 species), Malvaceae (3 species) were the leading families.
Local people, 80 plant species use for specific purposes. Among them 37 species were used as medicinal, 21 species as food, 4 species spice, 2 species as furniture, 2 species as fiber dye, 1 species as fuel, 1 species as cleaner, 1 species as chewing gum, and 11 species for multiple uses (Table 1) .
Especially, most of the medicinal plants are seldom used today, and knowledge about their preparation is scarce. The knowledge about medicinal plants and their preparation is now confined mostly to old people. The younger generations are rapidly adopting the allopathic medicines and traditional medicinal plants are now seldom used [3] . The rich treasure of indigenous knowledge about local medicinal plants is therefore under threat; likely to gradually disappear with the death of older people. However, some medicinal plants are still widely used, such as Sideritis spp and Hypericum spp., which are extensively used by the local people in both districts. [15] [16] .
Conclusion
Coagulation of fresh goat/sheep milk with Cruciata taurica extract ("teleme" in local name) was first detected in this study. Cruciata extract was found to be the first time to obtain cheese by dropping into fresh goat/sheep milk. Specifically, threatened species should be collected from their natural habitat at appropriate time and with appropriate methods to sustain their generations, and agricultural cultures should be encouraged if they are to be used commercially. It would be useful to educate traditional medical practitioners in the research area to provide appropriate plant materials and to use appropriate treatment methods. The disappearance of an ethnobotanical culture in the region was prevented by this study. The method of obtaining cheese by dropping Cruciata taurica extract into fresh sheep / goat milk was first determined in this study. Some wild plants with ethnobotanical use can be damaged by excessive consumption and therefore protective measures (in-situ and / or ex-situ) should be taken.
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